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Most modern maps usually show a briefing with the north at the top of the two-dimensional depiction. In other times, different directions at the summit were more prevalent, and all directions have been used by different societies and cultures to depict our world. The biggest factors that contribute to the north often being
placed on top of a map include the invention of the compass and the understanding of magnetic north and the egocentricness of society, mainly in Europe. The discovery and use of the compass in Europe in the 13th-16th century may have influenced many modern maps with the north at the top. A compass points to the
magnetic north, and Europeans, like other cultures long before, noticed that the Earth is spinning on an axis that is relatively aimed at the North Star. That idea combined with the concept that when we look up we see the stars, helped the north be placed up on top of the maps, with words and symbols placed in relation
to that point of view. Egocentricity has a vision or perspective that revolves around you or your situation at the center. Thus, in cartography and geography, an egocentric society is one that places itself in either the center of a depiction of the world, or at the top. Information at the top of a map is often seen as both more
visible and more significant. Since Europe was a powerhouse in the world, producing both heavy exploration and the printing press – it was instinctive for European carmakers to put Europe (and the Northern Hemisphere) as the focus at the top of the maps. Today, Europe and North America remain dominant cultural
and economic forces, producing and affecting many maps – showing the Northern Hemisphere at the top of the map. Most early maps, before the extensive use of the compass, located eastwards at the top. This is generally thought to be due to the fact that the sun rises in the east. It was the most consistent directional
manufacturer. Many cartographers show what they want to be the focus at the top of the map, and therefore influence the direction of the map. Many early Arab and Egyptian cartographers placed south at the top of the map because, having most of the world they knew about north of them, it drew the most attention to
their area. Many early settlers in North America created maps with a west-east orientation as a result of the direction in which they primarily traveled and explored. Their own point of view greatly changed the direction of their maps. In the history of map creation, the general rule of thumb is the one that made the map
probably in the center or the top of it. This rings mostly true for centuries of map-building, but has been heavily influenced also by European cartographers' discovery of compasses and the magnetic north. The Republic of Turkey is located mostly in Asia with less than 5% of its country located in South-Eastern Europe
and its largest city, Istanbul, located on both the European and Asian continents. It's the 37th day of 2016. the world, larger than the state of Texas. Turkey borders eight countries, Syria, Iraq, Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Iran, Greece and Bulgaria and is surrounded by the Aegean Sea, the Mediterranean sea and the
Black Sea. This land is located on the North Atoll fault that moves back and forth about 8 inches a year. This means that Turkey is prone to earthquakes ranging from barely noticeable to ranking five or higher on the richter scale. The center of Turkey is mostly plateau with rugged terrain and is sandwiched between two
mountain ranges. Most of the terrain is of limited agricultural value, especially in the east, but there are several fertile plains in the Igdir region. The highest point is Mount Ararat which is a dormant volcano. Spain is located in southwestern Europe and borders Portugal to Western and France and Andorra to the north and
northeast. It also has small borders with Gibraltar, Morocco and the Bay of Biscay. It is the fourth largest country in Europe. Spain also has islands such as the Canary Islands in the Atlantic Ocean and the Balearic Islands and other non-inhabited islands in the Mediterranean. The Spanish landscape consists of
mountains and high plateaus. The highest point in Spain is an active volcano in the Canary Islands called Teide. PLACES ECONOMY OTHER RESOURCES Portugal is located in the western part of Europe. When you look at a map, you will see that Portugal shares its northern and eastern borders with Spain, the only
border country, and is surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean to the west and south. Location Map of Portugal PLACES ECONOMY OTHER RESOURCES Alicante (known as Alacant in Valenciano) is the sparkling jewel of Spain's Costa Blanc, thanks to the dazzling white sands of the beaches (for which the area is named);
fireworks of the main festival, San Juan; crystalline water; and the thriving nightlife. Alicante has been inhabited for more than 7,000 years and has been under the rule of the Phoenicians, Carthaginians, Romans, Visigoths, Arabs and finally, the Christians, all of whom fought for this strategically placed settlement. Today,
Alicante offers many historical sites and museums to teach you all about the ups and downs of the city's long history. Pack your happy rags, goose shoes and sun hats and you're ready to explore Alicante day and night. 01 of 15 Photo by Alex Tihonov / Getty Images Alicante skyline is dominated by the massive fortress
of Santa Barbara, which sits on top of Mount Benacantil. The compound is divided into three levels, each dating from a different period. Although excavations have shown that there was a fortress here for centuries, the oldest and highest part, La Toreta, originates from the Islamic occupation in the Middle Ages. Below is
the second level called Balnarte de los Ingleses, from the 11th to the 13th centuries, followed by the newest section, Revellin de Bon Repos, which was built in the 18th century. The name derives from the date of the conquest of city from the Arabs on December 4, 1248, which happened to be the name of saint barbara.
A statue of her still sits in a niche on the second level. Apart from walking around the various ramparts, involving steep slopes and many steps, there are several exhibits in the castle itself, such as a dungeon and torture chamber, the documentation of the discovery of a massive gold treasure in a nearby field or an
interactive exhibition explaining the history of children. Book several hours for a visit. There are three ways to access the castle: the most trying and only for those who are reasonably fit is via paths and stairs from different parts of the Old Town, all clearly indicated, while the simplest is via an elevator. Cross Avd. De
Jovellanos opposite Postiguet Beach, walk through a short tunnel and take the elevator. You can also drive up to the second level and go the rest. Going downhill is obviously easier, so you may want to choose a walk through La Ereta Park that covers the flank of the ground. Bring water and a sun hat. There is no shade
and just a refreshment kiosk and café near the niche of Santa Barbara which, due to the diversity of visitors can be very crowded. 02 of 15 Santiago Urquijo / Getty Images Sprawled under the castle is a warren of small cobbled streets and alleys, interspersed with small squares full of trees and flowers, forming Alicante's
old town. Be prepared for many stairs and quite steep climbs, but you are rewarded with views of beautiful whitewashed houses, doors and shutters painted in every conceivable shade of green and blue. You will also find small shops to buy perhaps a much-needed malt fan, as well as cafes and restaurants to rest your
feet and have a drink or tapas, the ever-present Spanish snack. You can't really get lost - just head down and you'll eventually end up on the next beautiful (and luckily, totally level!) site. 03 of 15 delray77 / Getty Images Address Passeig Esplanada d'Espanya, Alacant, Alicante, Spain This elegant promenade begins at
the central bus station and ends at Plaza Puerta del Mar. Look down because that's where the main attraction of this promenade is: 6.5 million small blue, gray and white marble tiles have been laid in a wave pattern. The promenade runs parallel to the coast and port and leads past some of the most elegant Art Deco
buildings in the city. Benches allow you to rest in the shade of palm trees that line the entire lengths. There are many cafes and restaurants too, and this is the street where locals come to see and be seen. On weekends, market stalls have been erected along the promenade, selling clothes and trinkets instead of fruit or
vegetables. 04 of 15 Address Rambla Méndez Núñez, 29, 03002 Alicante (Alacant), Alicante, Spain Phone +34 965 14 68 28 Festival in San Juan in June is the main event on the Alicante calendar. For a week, the city erupts into festivities, culminating in fireworks, parades of massive figures called ninots, and bonfires.
A year of work by special artists goes into the creation of ninots, and some are pardoned from the fire and held in this small museum outside ramblas Mendez Nuñez. You need to look carefully to find the entrance, but once you are inside, you will be surprised. The story is explained and many photographs show off the
lavish local costumes, rich in lace and gold embroidery. If you can't do it for the festival itself, this is a much less noisy and crowded way to experience San Juan. Continue to 5 of 15 below. 05 of 15 Tashka/Getty Images Address Off. Alfonso El Sabio, nº 10, 03004 Alicante (Alacant), Alicante, Spain Phone +34 965 20 58
09 Whether you yourself cater or not, Spain's covered markets are a shrine to food and always worth a visit. The same goes for the central market of Alicante at the upper end of Calle Alfonso el Sabio. If you are a fan of fish and seafood, you will not know where to look first. The stalls are crowded with the goods in the
sea. The same goes for fruits and vegetables and some tempting sweets and of course the local wines. You may want to buy a bottle of wine or some cured ham to bite along the way. Even the building itself, with a dome and modernist façade, is a delight. 06 of 15 Maica/Getty Images As you can see, a lot of walking is
involved while exploring Alicante, which of course makes a hungry and thirsty. A good opportunity to try some of Alicante's specialties: montaditos. While tapas are served on a variety of small plates, montaditos are much more elaborate. You can choose from a variety of ingredients that are then stacked on top of bite-
sized slices of baguette, fixed together with a toothpick and consumed. The amount depends on your appetite. Accompanied by a draft of beer, it is a cheap way to restore your strength. On your way to fogueres museum you pass one of several 100 Montaditos in Alicante, specializing in this treat. 07 of 15 Santiago
Urquijo / Getty Images Address Playa del Postiguet, Spain Alicante Located on the Mediterranean Sea, Alicante has several beaches, but the widest, whitest and most urban is Postiguet Beach. It is located at the foot of Mount Benacatil, so you can plan a beach holiday and swim before visiting the castle or old town. Not
only is the sand exceptionally fine, but the access to the water is also very gradual which makes it ideal and safe for children. Parts of the beach are dedicated to sports, others have sun loungers and many cafes and restaurants are there for refreshments. 08 of 15 Address Plaza Sta. María, 3, 03002 Alicante (Alacant),
Alicante, Spain Phone +34 965 21 31 56 All over Alicante, several statues of Joan Miro adorn streets and squares. If you like modern art, you will visit this museum known as MACA, which started as the home of the private collection of the local sculptor Eusebio Sempere in 1976. Meanwhile, there are over 800 works of
art by Miró, Picasso and other masters of 20th century art so every visit you are likely to see something else. A bonus: The museum is located in Alicante's oldest baroque-style non-religious building, an old grain storage building dating back to 1687. Continue to 9 of 15 below. 09 of 15 cake1967 / Getty Images Address
El Palmeral, 03008 Alicante (Alacant), Alicante, Spain Nothing protects better from the summer heat than a palm grove. Alcantinos knows this very well and love to spend a morning or afternoon in El Palmeral Park. Outside Alicante, on the road to Elche, the enormous palm grove faces the sea (which provides an extra
cool breeze) and has an artificial lake and rivers that can be crossed by wooden bridges as well as playgrounds and other entertainment, very suitable to bring the kids too. If you have time, you may want to continue to Elche which is famous for its palm grove with more than 200,000 palm trees; It was declared a
UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2000. 10 of 15 AaronPattison/Getty Images Address Port of Alicante, Spain Alicante is a very large and important port city and a stopover for many cruise ships. Elegant private yachts are moored in the yacht harbor, which comes to life at night with clubs, live music and even a casino.
Along the waterfront, opposite the Hotel Melia, there is even a replica pirate ship which is also a restaurant and nightclub. At the end of the pier you will find the casino. Another favorite place to dance all night is in the old town, known as the barrio. You can even go on a guided tour. 11 out of 15 If you like a modern
approach to archaeology, a visit to MARQ is a must. Exhibitions from prehistoric times to treasures found at the site of the former Roman city of Lutentum nearby, to riveting examples of Islamic art and the Middle Ages, MARQ guides you through 7,000 years of history visually and interactively, making it also popular for



children. The museum, which opened in its current form in 2000, is located in the former San Juan de Dios provincial hospital. 12 of 15 efesan / Getty Images Address Polígono Industrial Ciudad del Turrón (Espartal II), 03100, Alicante, Spain Phone +34 965 61 07 12 Turron, which best translates as nougat, is a typical
Spanish Christmas sweet. It comes in two forms, hard and soft, and is only manufactured in two locations in Spain, one of which is the El Lobo factory in Jijona, around 10 miles north of Alicante. The main ingredients of turron are almonds, sugar and egg white. (As the hills and valleys around Alicante are full of almond
trees, it's no wonder that the main production site is here.) El Lobo is not only a factory, but also a museum documenting how turron was made by hand in times passed by, where it originally comes from, and many more interesting details. Of course, you can also buy turron in its various forms. Do not worry - it lasts
many months, so even if you buy in the summer it will be good at Christmas. You can make your own way to Jijona, but need to join a guided tour of El Continue to 13 of 15 below. 13 of 15 Pedro Beltrán / Getty Images Address Tabarca, Spain Sailing to the pirate island of Tabarca is a wonderful day trip from Alicante.
The crossing takes about an hour, but beware - the sea can be quite choppy. You spend the day on the island which has a very interesting landscape to the extent that one half is almost desert-like, while the other is lush. Tabarca, a former pirate hidey-hole, has a sea wall, bounded by a church and castle remains that
can already be seen from the sea. The town is littered with small whitewashed houses with colorful shutters, some squares and a solitary lighthouse. The coast is rocky, but there are two pebble beaches where you can rent a sun lounger if you want, as well as many restaurants - most with a pirate theme - selling a local
specialty, fish soup. If you are really interested in the story, run an infocenter movies and videos. The water around the island is a maritime nature reserve, and if you go with a glass bottom boat, you can see the fish below. 14 of 15 Address Plaza Sta. María, 1, 03001 Alicante (Alacant), Alicante, Spain Phone +34 965 21
60 26 At least one church should be included in a list of best things to do and see in Alicante, so why not the city's oldest, Basilica of Santa Maria. Like many churches in Spain, it was built on the site of the former largest mosque in Alicante after the Arabs were conquered in the 13th century and expelled from Spain.
Originally built in gothic style, the church had to be rebuilt after a fire and now has a beautifully carved Baroque façade and rococo decorations in the interior. The two stern towers that flank the entrance appear to be identical, but they are not - L-shaped on the right dates from the 14th century, while the tower on the left
is from 1713. The church is not great, but contains several beautiful works of art in its interior and is a pleasant place for a moment of rest, cool and contemplation. 15 of 15 glenkar/ Getty Images Address 03517 El Castell de Guadalest, Alicante, Spain If you have several days to spend in Alicante you should venture into
the picturesque hinterland. About an hour's drive from Alicante via Benidorm lies the small mountain village of Guadalest, on top of a valley between the Sierra d'Aixorta and the Sierra de Serella. Small it can be, but it's amazing what you can see. First, the ruins of the castle of San Jose with an intact separate bell tower
are placed on top of a stone. Next is the reservoir, which is formed by the River Guadalest and finally, no less than seven quirky museums – an incredible amount of art and culture for such a small village. Among them you will find a museum of pepper and salt cellars, a miniature museum, a dollhouse museum, a torture
chamber museum and an exhibition of modern art sculptures in a lovely garden. Climb up and down the narrow streets, admire the balconies crowded with colorful flowers, and pop into small shops offering very pleasant as ceramic tiles. Tiles.
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